Inanwatan (or: Bira, Irarowataro) is a non-Austronesian language of the Bird = s Head peninsula of Irian 
Java (Papua), Indonesia (De Vries 1996, 1998). The Inanwatan language is spoken in the village 
Inanwatan on the south coast of the Bird=s Head peninsula, where the Siganoi river waters into the 
MacCluer Gulf. There are migrant communities of Inanwatan people at the southern entrance of Sele 
Strait which separates Salawati island from the Bird=s Head peninsula and in the Jalan Ferry area of 
the city of Sorong, the capital of the Sorong regency. The three Inanwatan speaking communities main- 
tain intensive contacts and I have not been able to detect dialectal differences. 

The Inanwatan language is affected by generational erosion. Generally speaking, only people older 
than fifty speak it well. Children of elementary school age do not know the language; they speak 
Indonesian. Whereas the Inanwatan people as an ethnic group number about 3000, I estimate the 
number of people fluently speaking Inanwatan to be no higher than 800. The great majority of these 800 
is also fluent in local varieties of Indonesian. 

The Inanwatan language belongs to the Inanwatan family. The Inanwatan family has two member 
languages, Inanwatan and Duriankari (also called Duriankere). It is very doubtful whether Duriankari, 
reported by Voorhoeve (1975:440) as spoken on the island of Duriankari at the southern entrance of Sele 
Strait, still exists. 

To the east and north of Inanwatan, the Puragi language is spoken in the villages Saga, Puragi, Bedare 
and Isogo. Puragi belongs to the South Bird's Head family to which Arandai also belongs (Voorhoeve 
1985). Yahadian, of the Konda-Yahadian family, spoken in the villages Mugim and Yahadian, is the 
western neighbour of the Inanwatan language. In initial survey work, I found only 8% lexical cor- 
respondence between Yahadian and Inanwatan whereas I found 25% lexical correspondence between 
Inanwatan and Puragi Furthermore, Inanwatan shows many correspondences with Puragi in phonology 
and morphology whereas the Yahadian phonology and morphology are strikingly different from 
Inanwatan and Puragi. Since correspondence percentages tend to turn out much higher in later research 
than revealed by initial surveys, the results of my survey shed doubt on a separate status of the 
Inanwatan family and suggest that Inanwatan is a member of the South-Bird's Head family. 
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